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I. Basis of the report 



1. This report has been drawn on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have beenjumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.). 

I I the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages ]^ , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , filed with the letter of 

pages , filed with the letter of — 



the claims. 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-18 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



the drawings. 



sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 



1/7-7/7 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
' — ' to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-18 



1-18 



1-18 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

1. The invention relates to a device for inspecting, 

sampling or extracting at an exact point underneath 
a slab. 

Problem: in order to collect or inspect a sample of 
the contents of a silo which has a ceiling formed by 
a combined slab and protective cover provided with a 
single opening which is normally closed, a suitable 
member mounted on a supporting cable is usually 
lowered into the silo through the opening in the 
slab. However, with this system, sampling or 
inspection can only be carried out directly under 
the opening. In order to sample or inspect 
elsewhere, the end of the cable is pushed sideways 
while being guided by poles inserted obliquely 
through the opening. This is not very accurate, may 
be dangerous and generally does not enable the edges 
of the silo to be reached, said silo often being 
about ten metres wide. 



Solution: the device claimed includes three guide 
cables located underneath the slab, converging on a 
spider- or star-shaped guide means with a recessed 
rim, located underneath the slab, to which said 
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guide cables are attached, passing through the slab 
by means of bores at the edges of the silo, and 
wound around motor-driven winches, and a common 
winch control system, wherein the guide system is 
provided with contact surfaces for sliding the 
supporting cable between the attachment points of 
the guide cables. This system enables inspections 
and sampling of the contents of the silo to be 
carried out at any point inside the silo and the 
member lowered underneath the slab can thereby be 
guided with great accuracy- 
Prior art: US-A-4 465 418 (Dl) describes a domed- 
roof silo inside which there is a tripod attached to 
the silo wall, said tripod being provided with three 
suspension cables whereto is connected the sampling 
device. The contents of the silo are not located 
underneath a slab as in the present invention. 

The subject matter of Claim 1 is novel and 
considered to involve an inventive step (PCT Article 
33 (2) and (3) ) . 



novel and considered to involve an inventive step 
(PCT Article 33(2) and (3)). 



2. 



The subject matter of dependent Claims 2 to 18 is 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 



1. In compliance with the requirements of PCT Rule 

5.1(a) (ii), the description should indicate the 
relevant prior art disclosed in Dl and cite this 
document . 



2. The description should cite the document detailing 
the prior art which is described on page 1, lines 
12-26 (PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii)). 
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